[bookmark: _Hlk536801653]Running head: FEDERAL HEALTH OFFICIALS 	1


FEDERAL HEALTH OFFICIALS 		5






[bookmark: _GoBack]








Federal Health Officials Summary 

Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation





Meeting Logistics
Influenza is a leading cause of death in the United States, especially during the Flu period. On March 8th, 2018, a team of federal health officials held a meeting at Capitol Hill that was meant to prepare and respond government officials to seasonal influenza. 
Key Participants and Description
The key participants in the meeting included the Gregg Livingston Harper, who is a politician and the chairman of Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight & Investigations, the ranking member of the committee- Rep. Diana DeGette, Rep. Greg Walden from Oregon, 2nd District, Dr. Michael Burgess, a representative from Texas, the Managing Director of CDC, Dr. Anne Shuchat, Anthony Fauci who is the director of National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Dr. Rick  Bright who is the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, and Scott Gotlieb who is a commissioner of the FDA. 
Key Interactions 
The Chairman led the meeting by stating the background of the issue and then recognizing the available representatives of the committee. He then recognized the key witnesses and swore them in after it was noted that no one required an attorney to give his or her testimonies. The Committee asked questions relating the agenda to Anne Schuchat, Anthony Fauci, Rick Bright and Scott Gotlieb. They would then answer at specified time and then the next question was asked by another committee member.
Key Agenda Items and Background
The Republican, Gregg Harper claims that thousands of Americans die and others are hospitalized during the flu season. Influenza has led to deaths of over 12,000 people since 2012 and according to the meeting, the year 2018 was not so different. However, even though the government has taken steps in ensuring preparedness, there is a lot to be done if the number of deaths and flu-related complications is to be reduced. The best option or step towards the mitigation of flu complications is through the administration of vaccines. However, not all citizens take these vaccines and this is a challenge. About 59% of children and 43% of adults received vaccinations in 2017. Nevertheless, according to the CDC approximations, the vaccines administered to people in 2015-2016 flu season led to the prevention of pneumonia and influenza deaths in the United States. In this regard, an increase in the number of people taking the vaccine can significantly reduce the rate of death and illnesses related to flue as well. About 80% of the deaths recorded in the previous flu season, 80% of them were children who had not been vaccinated. 
In the year 2018, the Centre for Disease Control recorded that about 36% of people who had been vaccinated against the flu did not contract the illness. But, in 2018, the vaccine was only effective for 25% of people across all the age groups against the deadliest strain of the flu, H3N2. The concern of the meeting is the alarming decrease in the effectiveness of the vaccine against this predominant strain of the flu. According to the historical records, there has been a failure in making a successful vaccine that would fight the H3N2. The cause of the vaccine ineffectiveness is linked with its mutation behavior. In 2014, the flu mutated just before the season began and this led to decreased ineffectiveness of the vaccine that season. In this regard, the meeting is held in order to come up with ways to rapidly detect the flu and respond accordingly. 
There are many factors that have led to the decreased failure effectiveness of the vaccine needs to be investigated so that the manufacturing process of the vaccine can be approved. This will significantly increase its effectiveness in the future. According to Dr. Michael Burgess, in Texas, the health committee has had to close schools in the quest of reducing the rate of children contracting the flu. The previous flu season caused more deaths and was deemed to be the most dangerous strain of all time. According to the Oregon representative of the committee, Mr. Walden, the committee has a history of using the oversight hearings to try and be helpful to the citizens through the public policy. Walden notes that the last meeting, which was held in November 2015 addressed several issues including how the Department of HHS could aid in improving the ability to respond to seasonal flu vaccine mismatches. The first egg-based vaccine manufacturing was approved by the FDA in 2012 and approved the manufacture of the same vaccine using Recombinant DNA technology in 2013. Thanks to technology, vaccines have been made available to may U.S citizens. 
Topic of Interest and Committee Process
However, there is one specific topic of interest which entails reductions of the mutation rate of the H2N3 strain. According to Dr. Anne Schuchat, the CDC thinks that there was no antigenic drift in the Influenza strain but there might have been some viral changes that can be linked to the severe season. The CDC has three objectives and one of them is to support the leadership of the NHIS in developing a universal vaccine. This will be necessitated by the availability of more data and more information on vaccine ineffectiveness in the multistate network. Additionally, the CDC is collecting more information on the genomic characteristics of the virus using next-generation sequencing. The number one barrier in coming up with a universal vaccine is funding which forces Dian DeGette to ask how Congress can push the funding issue.
Stakeholder Positions
The stakeholders in the issue are BARDA, NHIS, CDC, and FDA. According to Dr. Anthony Fauci, there is a need to move from egg-based and cell-based vaccine manufacturing technology to Recombinant technology that was approved by the FDA in 2013. The adaptation of the influenza egg is the main reason why vaccines are not working as they are supposed to. A universal vaccine would be the ideal solution for the constantly mutating influenza virus. Dr. Fauci claims that an NHS funded research shows that the mutations of the influenza molecule can be kept stable and that is made possible by the Biomedical Advanced Research & Development Authority (BARDA). Dr. Bright notes that BARDA has invested in mechanisms that can aid in detecting influenza sooner and responding to the disease through effective drug-treatment options for the sick. 
Dr. Scott Gotlieb notes that the FDA can make industries make investments in the manufacturing of vaccines and facilitate the needed transition from the manufacture of egg-based to recombinant DNA vaccines. Nevertheless, Dr. Fauci informs that there are challenges in transitioning to the edge cutting vaccine manufacturing technology. These barriers include scientific barrier and capacity of production in the yields of the vaccines. Dr. Gotlieb notes that the egg-based technology is common but it does not provide good scalability. The notion brought across is that there should not be fear in moving forward into Recombinant DNA technology because that is the only way that the mutation rate of the Influenza can be dealt with.






